UNOCCUPIED   ZONE

There are followers of Doriot who want to see fascism in
France and are under the patronage of foreign dictator-
ships. In addition, there are those who "collaborate"
with or without reservations, and, finally, the Legion, an
ill-assorted medley of seekers for honours, places, political
posts, and shelter from police attentions. The Legion is
an organisation for spying and informing which Vichy has
built up in its own interests.

All this creates an unhealthy atmosphere of instability
and confusion. Are not the recent troubles in the South
proof of discontent? Admittedly, hunger was the direct
cause, call it one of the principal causes, but there are
deeper reasons for these troubles.

In addition to police, the strength of the Marshal lies
in the fact that the majority of French in the unoccupied
zone fear the occupation of all France by Hitler's hordes,
and this majority, drunk with propaganda, believes that
the Marshal is the only man capable of preventing it.
Hitler, of course, would not now be capable of doing so.
This explains the climbing-down and servitude which
the French accept. Darlan, for instance, is abominated
even by those who put their faith in Petain. Fear of
communism, well-exploited, is another reason.

With shots taken from the best angles, the screen shows
us masses of people cheering Petain. But how many are
sincere? What the screen does not show us is those who
do not cheer, those who think, reflect, and are dis-
heartened by a regime imposed by the enemy. Let there
be no mistake, there is a huge majority which waits,
chafing under restraint, till events favour it.

The Riom trials, which have already implicated the
Marshal, may bring surprises. The accusers may, before
the end, be in the place of the accused.1

The clergy is not united. For a few cardinals who
betray their God and country, many priests and Catholics
in the two zones are fearful of the consequences which
will follow the present state of things.

1 Written before the adjo-arnment of the trials, but not modified by
this.
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